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ABBREVIATED TIMELINE

º Study of Single Mothers prescribed in HUDõs New 

Directions grant awarded to LSU CUP (Fall 2005)

· Research Associate selected and contracted (Summer 2007)

· Research and writing begins (Fall 2007)

· Research completed (Spring 2008)

º Womenõs Center and LSU CUP awarded Campus Action 

Project (CAP) grant from the American Association of 

University Women (Fall 2008)

º Inaugural WE>START! program begins (March 23, 2009)



LENDING A HAND : FINDINGS AND I MPLICATIONS
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Summary File (analysis 

by author)

ÅPercentages of single mothers higher in OSBR and surrounding 

areas (census tracks 21, 22, 24, 25) than the City of Baton 

Rouge and the State of Louisiana.

ÅChild distribution average is higher in 3 of the 4 OSBR census 

tracks.

ÅBlack women account for over 60% of reported single mother 

households.

Å22% of OSBR women have completed high school; 1% have 

received college degrees; 1% have completed graduate programs.

ÅOutreach opportunities for several LSU entities

ÅWomenõs Center, OMA, CUP, Enrollment Management

ÅNeed to communicate available community resources.



WHERE THE GIRLS ARE: THE FACTS ABOUT GENDER

EQUITY IN EDUCATION

º Comprehensive report on educational attainment for women 

and girls in relation to male counterparts .

· Girlsõ successes donõt come at the expense of boysõ.

· On average, girls and boys educational performance has improved.

· Understanding disparities by race/ethnicity and family income level is 

critical to understanding girlsõ and boysõ achievement. (Executive 

Summary, Where the Girls Are, pp.2-4)

º Reports continues by examining ôwhere the girls areõ in 

elementary and secondary education (Ch.2), SAT and ACT 

(Ch.3), and in high school and college (Ch.4). 

º òThe True Crisisó (Ch.5) is identified as race/ethnicity and 

its correlation to income levels, which influence access to 

quality education

º Over 20 charts compiling data from the National Assessment 

of Educational Progress (Appendix A, Where the Girls Are , pp. 

72-83).



LSUõS CAP PROPOSAL : RESEARCH

DRIVING OUTREACH
º Five -week seminars on pertinent topics for single or young 

mothers (WE>START!: Women Experiencing Success through Academics, 

Resources and Training) .
· WE>Parent: Balancing School, Work, and Family

· WE>Learn: Demystifying the Educational Process

· WE>Prepare: Life Skills and Building Esteem

· WE>Lead: Finances and Financial Security

· WE>Act: Computer Literacy and Wrap -Up

· Ongoing learning activities for children 
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