
 

ited the congregation of St. Francis Xavier Catholic 

Church pastored by Rev. Michael Thompson and is lo-

cated at 1120 Myrtle St. 

     The Faith Tour will continue through February 2010.  

LSU CUP builds relationships between campus and com-

munity groups, activists, schools and interfaith networks to 

develop strategies for community revitalization.  The LSU 

CUP has a particular focus on Old South Baton Rouge be-

cause of the communityôs rich history. If you would like to 

learn more about the Faith Tour, contact Brandon Smith at 

225-578-8699 or by email at lsucup@lsu.edu. 

LSU Chancellor Mi-

chael Martin recently 

kicked off his Faith 

Tour of congregations 

in Old South Baton 

Rouge.  ñThe goal is 

twofold,ò said LSU 

Community Affairs 

Liaison Brandon 

Smith.  ñHe will have 

an opportunity to meet 

community members 

by going where they 

are and highlight the 

critical role churches 

have in bringing people together for the common good.ò 

     The Faith Tour is an extension of LSU Community 

University Partnershipôs (LSU CUP) mission to connect 

the resources of the LSU to the needs of the community, 

particularly Old South Baton Rouge.  The tour began on 

Sunday, August 30, 2009 at the Greater Beulah Baptist 

Church at 955 East Polk Street, pastored by Reverend 

Michael Mallet.  The tour continued to Charity Christian 

Center located at 650 W. McKinley St. pastored by Drs. 

Don and Linda Bradford.  Next, Chancellor Martin vis-
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Right:  Chancellor Martin, Mrs. 

Martin, and Vice Provost Katrice 

Albert attends service at Greater 

Beulah Baptist Church.   

Pictured from left to right:  Vice Provost  

Katrice Albert, Rev. Michael L. Thomp-

son, Brandon Smith and Chancellor Mi-

chael Martin. 
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Left:   The Praise Team at Charity 

Christian Center leads congrega-

tion in  song.  

     Over 35 community, business, and 

education leaders came together to brain-

storm community development during a 

recent luncheon hosted by the LSU Com-

munity University Partnership (LSU CUP) 

and the Baton Rouge Area Foundationôs 

Center for Planning Excellence (CPEX). 

During the first annual Mid-Year Working 

Luncheon, participants discussed plans for 

a ñresource and development centerò for 

Old South Baton Rouge. The proposed 

center would serve as a ñone stop shopò to 

provide community members with critical 

resources and  empower them to take 

ownership of the OSBR Revitalization 

Strategic Plan. 

     During the working luncheon, the 

groupôs discussion centered on the ser-

vices a resource and development center 

would and should provide. For example, a 

few ideas included a legal clinic, business 

incubator, job training, financial literacy, 

homeownership classes, education  

       Contôd on page 4 
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      LSU CUP hosted a successful Saturday-In-Service on Sep-

tember 26th, 2009. Forty plus students and volunteers spent 

the morning painting the home of Dorothy McCoy who resides 

at 1512 East Washington Street in the Old South Baton Rouge 

neighborhood.  LSU CUP also enjoyed a diverse group of vol-

unteers from LSUôs campus and other community volunteers.  

     Volunteers met the morning of the event at the Dr. Leo S. 

Butler Community Center for registration and to get their in-

structions for the day. Despite overcast weather, students  

painted eagerly and tackled the job within hours.  The project 

was completed in record time partly because of the enthusiasm 

of the volunteers.  Christopher Johnson, a senior Animal Sci-

ence major, said ñGiving of yourself and your time through 

service to help the community is great motivation for volun-

teeringò One of the younger volunteers, 14-year old Elizabeth 

Harris of Capitol Middle School added, ñCommunity service 

Above:  Student volunteers are all smiles as they paint the home of Doro-

thy McCoy on East Washington Street. 

to me means to help people within your community.ò 

     The home ownerôs son Joe McCoy was very pleased with 

the finished product.  ñIt looks really good! I am so grateful 

for all of the volunteers  that showed up  to help paint my 

motherôs house,ò said  Mr. McCoy. 

     Saturday In-Service is one of CUPôs longest running pro-

grams.  The Saturday In-Service began through a grant LSU 

CUP received in 2001 from HUD  to promote community 

development, economic revitalization, and neighborhood or-

ganization. It is a partnership with the East Baton Rouge Par-

ish Office of Community Development.  The homes are se-

lected through the EBR Office of Community Developmentôs 

Volunteer Repair Program, which is designed for citizens on 

a fixed income.     

     LSU CUP will host the its Saturday In-Service for the 

Spring semester in March 2010.                                   

 

Are YOU interested in participating in the  

Volunteer Repair Program? 
 

Citizens that live within the 70802 zip code and 

wish to apply can pick-up an application from the 

LSU CUP mailbox at the Leo S. Butler Community 

Center  

Welcome to the new and improved newsletter 

from the LSU Community University Partner-

ship! The  Bengal Bottom Line pays tribute to 

the universityôs beloved mascot as well as the 

Old South Baton Rouge community, affec-

tionately known to many as ñThe Bottom.ò 

Since 2001, LSU has formally committed it-

self to OSBR community revitalization in many ways. Stu-

dent volunteers have painted over 15 homes, architecture 

students have worked on over 10 projects, and student teach-

ers have impacted the lives of hundreds. Specifically, LSU 

CUP has helped to implement community programs and ini-

tiatives that empower OSBR residents with information to 

join the movement we call revitalization. Programs like the 

legal clinic, WE>START!, Summer Experience, and the 

Geaux for Gold Financial Literacy course are examples of 

tireless effortsðnot just of LSU, but of several local organi-

zations and leaders who help us build communityðone part-

nership at a time.  

      Our work has not gone unnoticed. We continue to seek 

new funding, large and small, to sustain these and other pro-

grams. Recently, LSU CUP received two, $1,000 grants 

from Entergy and Foresters Insurance Company to continue 

the work we are doing.  In addition, LSU has reaffirmed its 

commitment to OSBR by taking permanent responsibility 

for CUPôs administrative and operational costs, which used 

to be covered by federal grants. 

     We are so very proud to be part of a community with 

such rich history and great potential. Through this newsletter 

and other efforts, we intend to keep you posted on the great 

collaborations that are moving this community from PO-

TENTIAL to PROGRESS. Thank you and enjoy your new 

Bengal Bottom Line! 


