
 

 

James Honeycutt was presented 

with the TOP PAPER AWARD at 

the 57th Annual Conference of 

the International Communication 

Association in San Francisco, CA.  

άtǊŜŘƛŎǘƛƴƎ LƴǘǊŀǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ 

Communications Satisfaction on 

the Basis of Imagined Interaction 

Functions and Measures of 

Horizontal and Vertical 

Individualism and Collectivism in 

ǘƘŜ tŀŎƛŦƛŎ wƛƳέ 

Dr. Stephanie Grey and Dr. 

Patricia Suchy worked on a 

special project for the play 

ά/ƻŎƪǘŀƛƭΣέ ŀ ŎŜƴǘŜǊǇƛŜŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ 

set of collaborative ventures in 

CMST that investigate artistic 

and scientific approaches to 

understanding and dealing with 

the global HIV/AIDS crises.  

ά/ƻŎƪǘŀƛƭΣέ Ŏƻ-written by LSU 

Professor of Biochemistry Vince 

LiCata and internationally 

acclaimed avant-garde theatre 

artist Ping Chong, was performed 

Continued on page 2 

 
Dear Friends, 
 

After a long hiatus, we are reviving the Louisiana Speaks Newsletter. I am happy to report that both LSU 

and the Department of Communication Studies are thriving. The state is finally funding the university at a 

more appropriate level and the department has not been overlooked by the Dean. 

Let me give you an update on our current faculty. Over the past four years, we have hired several 

remarkable colleagues: Tracy Stephenson Shaffer (Performance Studies), Ph.D., Southern Illinois after 

ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ŘŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΤ {ǘŜǇƘŀƴƛŜ Iƻǳǎǘƻƴ DǊŀȅΣ tƘΦ5ΦΣ LƴŘƛŀƴŀ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 

(rhetoric); Nathan Crick (Rhetoric), Ph.D., University of Pittsburgh; and Rachel Hall (Visual Rhetoric/

Performance Studies), Ph.D., University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  

Andy King continues to delight us with his tales and Jim Honeycutt is thrilled with the new Match Box 

LƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ [ŀōΦ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ .ƻǿƳŀƴ ŜƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǳǎ ŀǘ hǊƛŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ Ƙƛǎ ŜȄǇƭŀƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άƘŀǾŜǊΦέ wǳǘƘ 

Laurion Bowman made herself very scarce while on sabbatical this fall. Trish Suchy is busy as director of 

the LSU Film and Media Arts Program and Loretta Pecchioni is now the basic course director. A number of 

instructors are teaching upper level classes: Jennifer Alford, Joni Butcher, Amy Fannin, Kent Filbel, Lyman 

Hunt, ReRe Shaw, and Kate Whitehead. Other instructors are working with redesigned versions of 1061, 

2060, and 2061: Lisa Hebert, R.Mark Miles, Wendy Morgan, and Annamaria Ruffino. Mike Applin directs 

debate and Lisa Flanagan is the manager of the HopKins Black Box. 

I hope this newsletter finds you well and happy ς please let us know what you are doing these days. 

Sincerely, 

 

Renee Edwards ð 
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ŀǘ [{¦Ωǎ wŜƛƭƭȅ ¢ƘŜŀǘǊŜ !ǇǊƛƭ нл 

through May 6th. 

Patricia Suchy and Jenn Erdely, 

assisted by student workers in 

Film Studio 151, worked on a 

video documentary of the 

experimental collaboration 

between scientists and 

performing artists that worked 

ƻƴ ά/ƻŎƪǘŀƛƭΦέ  {ǘŜǇƘŀƴƛŜ DǊŜȅ 

was curator for a special display 

of art associated with HIV/AIDS, 

displayed in the Reilly Theatre 

lobby.  Both projects were 

funded by a Faculty Research 

Grant.    

"Cocktail" takes its title from the 

pharmaceutical therapy used to 

treat HIV/AIDS and explores the 

(Continued from page 1) work of Thai scientists-activist 

Dr. Krisana Kraisintu. Her 

innovations in treating AIDS 

include combining drugs into a 

one-pill "cocktail" and 

establishing local production of 

these drugs in Asian and African 

Countries where the AIDS crisis is 

most acute.  

Tracy Stephenson Shaffer and 

co-author Ronald J. Pelias 

published the second edition of 

Performance Studies: The 

Interpretation of Aesthetic Texts 

in the fall of 2007.  The practice-

based text functions as a bridge 

between the long respected 

tradition of oral interpretation 

and trends in contemporary 

performance studies research.  

The edition includes new 

chapters on everyday storytelling 

and performance art as well as a 

DVD featuring sample solo 

ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜǎ ōȅ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ [{¦Ωǎ 

current students. 

  Ruth Laurion Bowman, Melanie 

Kitchens, and Linda Shkreli, have 

ŀƴ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΣ άC9a!ǘǳǊŜ 

9ǾŀŎǳŀǘƛƻƴΥ ! tŀǊŀŘŜΣέ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ 

in the newest issue of Text and 

Performance Quarterly. ð 

Faculty News  

Gavel that was coauthored with 

Gary Rybold.  The article is 

ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ άFinding an Acceptable 

5ŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άhǊƛƎƛƴŀƭέ ²ƻǊƪ ƛƴ 

Platform Speeches:  A Study of 

Community College CoachesΦέ  Lƴ 

addition, she has two more 

publications coming out this fall. 

 

Congratulations to Ben Powell!  

His recent article in the Text and 

Performance Quarterly is 

featured in the newest issue of 

Communication Currents, the 

online publication of the 

National Communication 

Association that presents our 

scholarship to a wider audience.  

Go to 

communicationcurrents.com for 

.ŜƴΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŎƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ 

the TPQ article is Powell, B. D. 

(2007).  Neural Performance:  

Rethinking Agency as the 

Embodiment of Neural Nets.  

Text and Performance Quarterly 

2, 107-123. 

 

Congratulations to Pavica Juric, 

ŦƻǊ ǿƛƴƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άōŜǎǘ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ 

ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǇŀǇŜǊ ŀǿŀǊŘέ ŀǘ [/!.   

ð 

Graduate News  
Congratulations to Gretchen 

Stein Rhodes who won the LSU 

Dissertation Fellowship for 2007-

2008.  This makes the third year 

running that a CMST student has 

received this award. 

 

Danielle Sears Vignes has been 

accepted into the summer 

seminar at Northwestern 

¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ Dƭƻōŀƭ 

Culture and Communication on 

άtŜǊŦƻǊƳŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ 9ȄŎŜǎǎέ WǳƴŜ 

25-29!  She will take both, her 

ǎƘƻǿΣ άIŀƴƎ Lǘ hǳǘ ǘƻ 5ǊȅΣέ ŀƴŘ 

her dissertation project.  

 

Crystal-Lane Swift, coach of the 

Mixon Lyceum Speech and 

Debate Team, has a new 

publication out for Speaker and 

ά/ƻŎƪǘŀƛƭέ ǘŀƪŜǎ ƛǘǎ 

title from the 

pharmaceutical 

therapy used to 

treat HIV/AIDS and 

explores the work of 

Thai scientist-

activist, Dr. Krisana 

Kraisintu. 

Louisiana State University 
 Memorial Tower.  
The 175-foot structure built 
in 1923 and dedicated in 
1926 as a memorial to 
Louisianians who died in 
World War I. On the walls of 
the rotunda are bronze 
plaques bearing the names of 
those to whom the tower is 
dedicated. The chimes on the 
tower ring every quarter 
hour.  
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An Interview with Nathan 

Crick   (by Andrew King)  

 

Andrew King :  Welcome Dr. 

Crick.  I know that our 

readers are anxious to know 

your views on this place after 

your first year here at LSU.  

What idea excites you most 

at the present time?  

Nathan Crick :  The idea that 

the culmination of 

democratic social life is 

found IN unproductive 

aesthetic experience.  

 

AK:  What amenities does the 

local Baton Rouge scene 

possess and what does it 

lack?  

NC:  I believe that BR is a kind 

of Monopoly Board, broken 

into pieces and scattered 

with hotels and houses, 

across a swamp.  As there is 

No GO, nobody can collect 

$200.  But if one knows where 

to look, one can still find a 

dog, a cool car, cannon, a 

thimble and a bag of money.  

 

AK:  What do you like most 

about your job and what are 

its greatest challenges?  

NC:  Being a professor is 

much like being the coach of 

the Hoosiers: òYou gotta 

break them down before you 

build them up.ó  The 

challenge and the joy come 

from this proves.  Breaking 

down is always a challenge, 

but building up is ever a joy.  

AK:  What are the ten things 

you feel you cannot live 

without?  

NC:  This list does not include 

the obvious -my wife, kids, 

cats, family, house, food, 

water, air, etc.  I will give you 

the list I think you want:  jazz, 

good lighting, comfortable 

chair, utopia, recalcitrance, 

words, hands, screwdriver, 

knife, pasta.  

 

AK:  What projects do you 

have in mind for the next five 

years?   

NC:  Learning Cajun cooking, 

teaching ecology to my two 

sons and my daughter, 

writing a book -length literary  

essay, relearning the 

saxophone, transforming 

rhetoric into an art.  ð 

series in a collation gate and 

then the magazines were 

assembled and stapled by hand.   

     5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ мфтлΩǎ ƳƛƳŜƻ ǿŀǎ 

replaced by linotype and finally 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ флΩǎ ōȅ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ǇǊŜǎǎΦ  ¢ƻŘŀȅ 

for the first time the process has 

gone wholly electronic.  

However, a few copies will be 

printed and sent through the 

mail or delivered to subscribers 

who no longer have easy access 

to computers.  Reproduction of    

photos did not begin until the 

мфтлΩǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ 

look as if they were assembled 

from limner tracings or shadow 

box.  Yet the newsletter has 

never faltered.  We like to 

believe that if the school had 

been struck by a natural disaster 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ мфслΩǎ ŀƴŘ тлΩǎΣ ǘƘŜ 

By Andy King and Trish Suchy, 

co-editors 

     The first issue of Louisiana 

Speaks rolled off the press or   

was cranked off an ancient 

mimeograph machine in 1957.  

This is our 60th anniversary of the 

venerable publication.  Its first 

issue was typed on heavy blue 

master sheets and afterwards 

corrected with a material called 

camphor gum that obliterated 

and then resealed the surface of 

the sheet.  The blue sheets were 

then fitted to a drum filled with 

what was called printing spirit.  

As the drum turned sheets were 

fed into the machine.  Then the 

sheets were turned and 

imprinted on the reverse side 

with another blue master sheet.  

Finally the sheets were placed in 

stalwart members of the 

department would have found 

some means of producing a 

newsletter.  If they had been 

reduced to foolscap and quill 

pens, the newsletter would have 

maintained its inexhaustible 

voice. 

          Far off, in summers that we 

will never see, some 

departmental professors will 

produce a newsletter made of 

pure thought and delivered by a 

special signal to alums and 

subscribers scattered over the 

(then) sun blistered surface of 

the planet.  We salute them in 

advance just as we salute our 

elders who first conceived the 

newsletter in the golden summer 

of 1957.  ð 

Faculty Interviews  

Editorial (Special to LA Speaks  1957-2007) 

òBaton Rouge is a 

kind of Monopoly 

Board, broken into 

pieces and scattered 

with hotels and houses, 

across a swamp.ò 
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An Interview  

with Andrew King 

Professor Anonymous:  Professor 

King, can you show us a picture of 

your farm? 

Andrew King:  Yes, as you can see 

below, not even the width of my 

mighty shoulders can cover last 

ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǎǳƴŦƭƻǿŜǊ ŎǊƻǇΦ 

PA:  Will there be life after 

retirement? 

AK:  See the picture at the end of 

the interview.  Yes, the one with 

Ellen outside our machine shed 

next to a field that is freshly cut 

barley. 

PA:  Excuse my vile urban 

ignorance, but where is the barley? 

AK:  On a grain barge in Duluth 

headed for the St. Laurence 

Seaway. 

PA:  So what will you do during the 

short Northern Summer?  What will 

you do in the long Northern 

winter?  Sit by the fireside and 

drool? 

AK:  I am a foot soldier in Wes 

WŀŎƪǎƻƴΩǎ /ƛǘƛȊŜƴ CŀǊƳ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΦ  

We believe only local farmers can  

be accountable ecologists.  Our 

mission is to save the 

independent farmers and 

sustain and build local crop 

markets in America. 

PA:  You are boring me.  Let us 

get on to something our 

readers might find interesting.  

What are the twelve things 

ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƭƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘΚ 

AK:  Here is my list: 

 

τ My Webley-Vickars military 

binoculars.  They magnify 

twenty diameters at a 

panoramic seventy degrees. 

τaȅ ǿƛŦŜΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŀƴǘ ǎŎƻƴŜǎ 

with Devonshire cream and a 

pot of gunpowder green tea. 

τMy box of Winsor and 

Newton watercolors. 

τMy moleskin sketchbook. I 

take it everywhere. 

τThe Ars Poetica of Horace.  It 

invites constant reappraisal 

and its resources are 

inexhaustible. 

τLate winter walks. 

 

 

τJacarandas, for the glowing 

imperial purple color found only 

in flowers. 

τMy puce colored fountain pen. 

τPilates and Yoga workouts 

using Karegna Breathing. 

τ¢ƘŜ мфпу WΦ !ǊǘƘǳǊ wŀƴƪΩǎ 

ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DǊŀƘŀƳ DǊŜŜƴŜΩǎ 

The Third Man. 

τMy antique coral cuff links 

inherited from my grandfather. 

τMy Milanese Mandolin.  It has 

a golden voice. 

 

 PA:  How very droll. What 

regrets do you have? 

AK:  I wish I had taken more 

chances when I was young.  I was 

too easily intimidated by life. 

A:  Can I throw you a retirement 

party soon?  

AK:  Will Emerson and Thoreau 

be there? 

PA:  No, I hear they are deceased. 

!YΥ  ²ŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŜƴ L ǿƻƴΩǘ ŎƻƳŜΦ   ð 

Faculty Interviews  

A:  òCan I throw you a 

retirement party soon?   

AK:  Will Emerson and 

Thoreau be there?   

A:  No, I hear they are 

deceased.   

AK:  Well, then I wonõt 

come.ó 
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