
 For the last few weeks I 

have been cleaning out my office 

which will soon be occupied by 

Sara.  Since I moved into the library 

in 1986 and then to the Frey 

Computer Center in 1996 I have 

had an opportunity to purge older 

materials several times.  Some of 

the things which I have found (so 

far) are my calendars from 1988 to 

the present and letters, project 

estimates, evaluations, and 

presentations dating back to 1983.  

Nobody would ever miss these 

items and they hold no significance 

to anyone.   However, it is still nice 

to look at them and remember how 

much work went into these 

outdated and now useless items.  

The big decision is what to throw 

away and what to keep.  I can 

report that the majority I have 

handled, reminisced, and then 

gently thrown away.  

 From 1981 to 1992 I 

managed the development of 

administrative online systems for 

LSU.  Then in 1992 I took 

advantage of an offer to lead the 

automation of five academic 

libraries on the LSU mainframe.  

My first meeting on this project, 

which would later be named 

LOUIS, was held in my office in the 

basement of Middleton Library with 

Mike Dicarlo (La Tech) and Lynda 

Huggins (Northeast) on August 12, 

1992.  Hurricane Andrew hit later 

that month, my oldest son started 

Louisiana Tech in September, and I 

attended an e-mail class and my 

first meeting with all the library 

directors in October.  And it has 

been meetings, e-mail, hurricanes, 

and library directors every since.  

Needless to say I have enjoyed 

every minute of it!  

 It has been an honor and 
privilege to serve each of you.  I 
know I have met hundreds of people 
and hopefully I will remember most 
of them for a long time.  Each of you 
had a part in my development.  As 
much as I enjoyed remembering the 
past by reviewing old, worn out 
documents I will cherish the 
memories of each of you.  I would 
like to thank the library directors for 
their trust, support, and confidence 
which they placed in me and the 
LOUIS staff.  Northwestern was not 
scheduled to be implemented until 
1995 but I can clearly remember 
Ada Jarred asking me at every 
meeting between 1992 and 1995, 
ñRalph, you coming to get us?ò  And 
I will never forget Kay Adams and 
her moaning (lovingly) about the 
length of my status reports at the 
LALINC Directorsô Meetings.   
 The LOUIS Users 

Conference was one of the best 

tools for me  

Ralphõs Farewell  

The LOUISiana Library Network 
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As per the theme, 
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to Lasting 

Connections,ȱ 

COSUGI 

demonstrated a 

merging of the user 

groups in spirit, as 

well as in product. 

2010 COSUGI Conference   
by Brian Sherman, McNeese  

reconnecting with the 
movers and shakers.  I have 
met so many dear friends 
from those meetings and I 
will always cherish our 
relationships.  
 LUC 2010 is already 
on my calendar and may just 
have to be an annual event 
for me. As I leave it is a 
comfort to me to know that 
you will be in good hands.   
Sara has a heart for service 
and has the skills and staff to 
further what has only begun.   
 Thanks for your 

friendship and may God 

bless each of you!!!   

 The 2010 COSUGI Conference was held March 3 ï 5, at Disneyôs 
Coronado Springs Resort in Lake Buena Vista, Florida. This was the first 
conference held under the banner of the newly merged user group. As per the 
theme ñFrom Intersections to Lasting Connections,ò this conference 
demonstrated a merging of the user groups in spirit, as well as in product. 
During the opening session, SirsiDynix executives showcased several new 
training initiatives, among them an interactive training platform and expanded 
SirsiDynix Institute. Continuing development of mobile applications and 
Enterprise was also spotlighted. To applause from Horizon users, it was 
announced that the Horizon ILS would still be developed. The opening session 
ended with Keynote Speaker David Lee King, author of Designing the Digital 
Experience, who spoke of how to create digital content that connects with users 
and encourage participation. 
 SirsiDynix pulled out all of the stops for their party at Disneyôs Hollywood 
Studios. In a portion of the park resembling a New York City block, librarians 
clustered together under gas heaters and street lights, as the unusually cold 
weather complemented the parkôs backdrop of the Big Apple. Following a great 
meal and questionable-at-best line dancing, party goers were treated with a 
private showing of Fantasmic, a live action show with enough lasers and 
fireworks to please the pyromaniac in everyone. 
 Louisiana gave a strong showing of attendance by many of its libraries, 
of which 8 attendees were from LOUIS institutions. LOUISô own Marcy Stevens 
and Lisa Stigall presented the Customizing E-Library pre conference to a full 
house. Brian Sherman, of McNeese, moderated the Acquisitions Sharing 
Session. LSUôs Natalie Palermo sat in the audience to make Brian nervous. 

T H E  L O U I S I A N A  L I B R A R Y  N E T W O R K  
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LOUIS will be well represented on the COSUGI Board during 
2010 ï 2011, with the election of two members from the 
consortium. Current COSUGI Conference Chair, Brian Sherman, 
will serve as Chair-Elect of the group. The board will receive 
some new blood (pardon the pun) with the election of Esther 
Blood from LSU Alexandria as Membership and 
Communications Chair. Make plans to attend the 2011 COSUGI 
Conference on April 19 -21, in Phoenix, Arizona! 

siteôs ILLiad databases; 
updates by OCLC as well as 
by Atlas; and much more.  One 
of the new features of ILLiad 8 
called ILLiad Addons,  is 
causing a lot of excitement. 
These Addons add 
functionality to the ILLiad 
client.  They are flexible and 
allow staff to designate their 
own tabs on a request form to 
perform actions, like a web 
search, based on information 
in the ILLiad request.  Once a 

result is found, the user can 
update information in ILLiad 
based on the results of the 
search.  Currently, the list of 
Addons includes Amazon 
Search for Loans and Price 
Importer, Google Search for 
Loans and Articles, Google 
Scholar Search for Articles, 
Shipment Tracking, and 
WorldCat Local Searches.  

 The ILLiad Users 
Conference was held in 
Virginia Beach, Virginia on 
March 24-25, 2010.  It was 
well attended with over 300 
people from across the 
nation.  As usual the 
conference sessions were 
excellent. They included 
presentations on 
Webjunction.org, a 
replacement for ILLiad-l; 
overview of ILLiad 8; custom 
holdings; how to clean up a 

ILLiad International Users Conference 2010  
 by Mary Laird, LOUIS 

LALINC Collection and E -Resources Committee  
 by Kevin Cuccia, Chair, LaTech 

 This has been a very productive year for the committee. Our access has begun with our 
most recent purchases:  the Gale Virtual Reference Library, Readexôs Louisiana Historical 
Newspapers and African American Newspapers, CQ Global Researcher, and Wilson Cinema 
Image Gallery. These purchases were made possible by a Board of Regents one time grant of 
$680,000 and other LOUIS savings.  
 We compared two similar products, Art and Architecture Complete from EBSCO and H.W. 
Wilsonôs Art Full Text. Mike Matthews has conducted some analysis of the full text content of both 
and sent the committee his results. Debbie Johnson-Houston also has provided us with some 
useful comparison statistics using Gold Rush. Sara Zimmerman has given us some wonderful 
usage reports for these two products for November 2009 to February 2010. Based on all 
information the recommendation was to go with Wilson.  
 We are also continuing to evaluate a number of different databases. We currently have 
trials to two business products which members of the committee are reviewing: Chart Screen by 
Securities Research Company which provides stock market information and Datamonitorôs 
Marketline. Additional free trials are listed on the LOUIS homepage.  
  

  

http://www.cosugi.org/COSUGI_CONFERENCE/index.html
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LALINC Research and Development Committee Report  
by Natalie Palermo, Chair, LSU 

T H E  L O U I S I A N A  L I B R A R Y  N E T W O R K  

 The Committee held a conference call on November 6, 2009 to discuss 
plans for the remainder of the fiscal year. The Committee decided to investigate 
OPAC enhancement products and LibGuides. Vendor demonstrations of 
enhanced OPACs would not be scheduled until late spring or early summer of 
2010. 
 LibGuides is a web 2.0 content management and library knowledge 
sharing system. Six sites were invited to participate in a pilot project. LOUIS will 
license the product for the first year. The sites will be responsible for licensing the 
product after the first year. Participation in the project requires each site to assign 
adequate time and resources to the project and to consider it a priority. At the end 
of the pilot project, the sites will report to LOUIS how well the product worked for 
them. They will also give a presentation at LUC. The six sites include: 

Committee 

member, Boris 

Teske (LaTech) 

published, 

"Assessing and 

Enhancing 

Information and 

Communication 

Technology 

Literacy at 

Louisiana Tech 

University,ȱ ÉÎ 

Louisiana 

Libraries.   

Information Literacy Committee Update  
by Angela Dunnington, Chair, SELU  

This year, members of the Information Literacy Committee met in 
September and in October at the LOUIS Users Conference to discuss the history 
of the committee and past and current initiatives.  Plans are underway for revision 
of the online resource directory, ñIntegrating Information Literacy into the General 
Education Curriculum: Resources for Colleges and Universities,ò which will be 
useful to all participating institutions as they plan to meet accreditation standards 
and focus on assessment in their information literacy programs.  The committee is 
also examining its charge and considering 
redistribution of the institutional awareness survey 
to LALINC institutions.   
 Members of the committee participated in 
several publication venues.  Debra Rollins (LSUA), 
Jessica Hutchings (McNeese), Melissa Goldsmith 
(Nicholls), and Tony Fonseca (Nicholls) published, 
ñAre We There Yet? The Difficult Road to Re-
Create Information Literacy," which appeared in the 
October 2009 issue of portal: Libraries and the 
Academy.  The article explores the findings of the 
institutional-level awareness surveys conducted in 
2002, 2006, and 2008 and the implications at both 
the state and national levels.  
 The committee completed its work on the information literacy themed-issue 
for Louisiana Libraries.  Published in Winter 2010, the issue features information 
literacy articles ranging from assessment to information literacy in the general 
education curriculum.  Melissa Goldsmith (Nicholls) served as guest editor and 
Carolyn Bridgewater (LSUHSC New Orleans), Angela Dunnington (SELU), Tony 
Fonseca (Nicholls), Debra Rollins (LSUA), and Kathy Seidel (BRCC) served as 
peer reviewers on the project.  Committee member, Boris Teske (LaTech) 
published, "Assessing and Enhancing Information and Communication Technology 
Literacy at Louisiana Tech University,ò in the issue. Questions, comments, or 
suggestions are always welcome.  Please contact Committee Chair, Angela 
Dunnington at adunnington@selu.edu.  

http://appl003.lsu.edu/ocsweb/louishome.nsf/$Content/Information+Literacy+Committee/$file/Integrating+Info+Lit.pdf
http://appl003.lsu.edu/ocsweb/louishome.nsf/$Content/Information+Literacy+Committee/$file/Integrating+Info+Lit.pdf
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Delgado Community College 
Louisiana State University ï Shreveport 
Louisiana State University ï Health Sciences Center ï New Orleans 
McNeese State University 
University of Louisiana - Lafayette 
University of New Orleans 

 Not long after the sites accepted the invitation to participate in the LibGuides pilot project, rumors of 
mid-year budget cuts began to surface. LOUIS decided to put the project on hold until it was known if its 
budget would be cut.  In early February 2010, the pilot project resumed with Baton Rouge Community 
College replacing LSU- HSCNO. 
 The Committee is currently at a crossroad. Central funding for a product such as an enhanced 

OPAC is not an option for the foreseeable future. One-time grant funding would not address ongoing 

maintenance costs. It might be time to refocus the activities of the Committee.  

system before making the same 

changes to the production server. 

 Tulane University 

resumed active participation  in 

LDL this year.  LOUIS staff trained 

David Comeaux of Tulane in the 

use of CONTENTdm. David will 

serve as the collection 

administrator at Tulane interfacing 

with LOUIS on behalf of five 

departments within Special 

Collections at Tulane University: 

Louisiana Research Collection, 

University Archives, Hogan Jazz 

Archives, Southeast Architectural 

Archives and the Latin American 

Library.   The University of 

Louisiana at Monroe also 

resumed active participation in 

LDL.  Cyndy Roberts of ULM was 

given a refresher training in 

CONTENTdm and has been busy 

adding collections and items.  

LOUIS staff continue to train each 
other in the administration of 
CONTENTdm and LDL practices. 
For example, Zehra óZeeZeeô 
Zamin is now the primary contact 
for the LOUISiana Digital Library 
replacing John Guillory.  In 
addition, Marcy Stevens  will 

provide technical backup when 
programming changes to the system 
are required. 
 The number of items added 

this fiscal year was 6,300, for a total 

of 146,300 items in the LOUISiana 

Digital Library. Thirty-nine new 

collections we added this year:  

Anthony J. Stanonis Pamphlet 
Collection 

Arts Administration Master's 
Reports 

Charity Hospital Archive 

Edna Tiny Tarbutton Collection 

Gordon W. Maxcy Photographs 

Griffin 1932 Flood Collection 

Hermann Moyse, Sr. World War I 
Collection 

History of Louisiana Dental 
Education Archives  

History of Loyola Athletics 

Isidore Newman School Archives 

Israel Shreve Letters 

John C. McDonald 

Joseph-Auren Cornet, F.S.C., 
Collection 

Joseph Bauer Family Album  

Lafcadio Hearn Correspondence 

Lettres de Louisiane 

Lippman Collection of Civil War 
Postal Covers 

Louisiana Newspaper Access 
Program ï LaNeAP 
Louisiana State Documents Digital 

 Since June 2008, the 
Louisiana Digital Library (LDL) 
has been running on the OCLC 
hosted service. The LDL 
Committeeôs decision to move to 
the hosted server has proved 
beneficial for the consortium by 
providing reliable service at a 
reduced cost to members, along 
with reduce staff time spent on 
maintaining and upgrading a 
locally administered 
server.  CONTENTdm, the 
software that runs the LOUISiana 
Digital Library (LDL), was 
upgraded three times this year to 
versions 5.1, 5.2, and 5.3.  Each 
upgrade improved overall stability 
of the major release of version 
5.0.  Noteworthy improvements in 
the 5.0 release are the 
introduction of a new client, server
-side indexing of large data sets, 
and integration into WorldCat 
which is OCLCôs online union 
catalog of its member librariesô 
holdings.  
 In February 2010, LOUIS 

purchased a CONTENTdm 

Development Server license from 

OCLC. This will provide LOUIS 

and OCLC staff an environment to 

upgrade, develop and test 

changes to the CONTENTdm 

The Louisiana Digital Library LOUIS Update  
by John Guillory & ZeeZee Zamin, LOUIS 

http://libguides.com/community.php?m=i&ref=www.libguides.com
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LOUIS ILLiad Userôs Meetings Spring 2010  

by Mary Laird and ZeeZee Zamin, LOUIS  

LOUIS Site Visit  
by Shanna Clevenger, Delgado Community College 

Archive 

Louisiana State Museum        
Historical Center 

Louisiana State Museum 
Trade Labels 

Louisiana State 
Sovereignty Commission 
Pamphlets of the Civil 
Rights Era 

Loyola University Maroon 

Loyola University New 
Orleans Electronic Theses 

LSU Libraries Political  
       Papers  

Matas Health Sciences 
Library Historic 
Photographs 

Medical Journalism in 
Antebellum Louisiana 

Mistick Krewe of Comus 
Missing Links Parade 

Orleans Parish School 
Board Minutes 

Sidonie de la Houssaye 
Collection 

T. Harry Williams Center for 
Oral History Four Corners 
of Louisiana Collection 

T. Harry Williams Center for 
Oral History Floods, Storms 
and Levee Breaks 

T. Harry Williams Center for 
Oral History Military History 
Collection 

T. Harry Williams Center for 
Oral History Political 
Collection 

T. Harry Williams Center for 
Oral History Presentations 
and Publications 

Tensas River National 
Wildlife Refuge Ivory Billed 

Woodpecker Records 

Tiger Rag ï Student 
newspapers of LSU 
School of Medicine, New 
Orleans 

UNO Historical Archives of 
the Supreme Court of 
Louisiana 

William Branks Stewart 

Collection 

 

 

asked me if I would like to 
take over for her, I was 
somewhat nervous.  She 
set up a site visit with 
ZeeZee Zamin and Cathy 
Sicard for training in 
September 2009.  I was to 
submit questions to 
LOUIS in preparation for 

 Becoming the 
LOUIS System 
Administrator for 
Delgado Community 
College has been an 
eye-opening 
experience.  When 
Denise Repman, Dean 
of Library Services, 

our meeting, but since I 
was so new I needed it 
all.  ZeeZee and Cathy 
were such a big help.  
They patiently guided me 
through the maze called 
ñWorkflowsò and the 
various functions that 
would be necessary for 

T H E  L O U I S I A N A  L I B R A R Y  N E T W O R K  

 Each spring two LOUIS ILLiad Users meetings are held, one in the northern 
part of the state and one in the southern part so that travelling is easier for the 
attendees. These meetings provide the chance for the ILL staff to meet each other, 
exchange tips, learn new techniques, and report issues and problems. This spring the 
LOUIS staff provided updates from the ILLiad International Users Conference that was 
held on March 24-25, 2010 at Virginia Beach, VA. At each meeting Rob Bremer, The 
User Services Librarian at Louisiana Tech, gave a brief presentation on copyright 
issues as they pertain to interlibrary loan. His presentation generated an active 
discussion about copyright at each meeting. Other topics included discussions about 
new ILLiad software releases, cleaning the user database, email templates, and much 
more. Thirteen attendees from seven LOUIS ILLiad sites participated in the meetings. 
The North meeting held at LSU-A was hosted by Esther Blood. The South meeting 
was held at LSU. Attendees agreed that these meetings were very useful as they 
provided a venue to not only exchange information but to meet other ILLiad staff in the 
consortium as well.  

http://www.louisianadigitallibrary.org/
http://www.dcc.edu/
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me to become a 
competent System 
Administrator.  They 
reassured me that no 
question is too silly to ask 
and LOUIS is always a 
Footprints incident away. 
It has been eight months 
since the site visit, and 
both ZeeZee and Cathy 
have kept their promise. 
 I have opened numerous 
Footprints, both serious 

and silly (although at the 
time...not so silly).  LOUIS 
quickly and efficiently 
answered my question or 
fixed my problem.  So a 
bigéTHANK YOU...to 
ZeeZee, Cathy, and all the 
LOUIS staff for their 
continued support.    

at the Ouachita Parish 

Courthouse.  This collection 

is part of a larger collection, 

The Griffin Photograph 

Collection, given to Special 

Collections in 1986 by 

Durwood Griffin.  Durwood, 

also a professional 

photographer, was the son of 

J.E. Griffin.   A Louisiana 

Board of Regents 

Enhancement Grant provided 

funding in 2009 to purchase 

the equipment needed to 

digitize this collection and 

other historic collections of 

interest to students and 

patrons at ULM.  

 A second collection, 

the Edna Tiny Tarbutton 

collection is in the process of 

being published in the LDL.  

Images from three 

scorebooks are currently 

available and the remaining 8 

are being scanned, cataloged 

and added to the on-line 

content.  The Edna Tiny 

Tarbutton collection 

documents womenôs 

basketball in northeast 

Louisiana and across the 

state between 1945 and 

1955.  Willie Edna ñTinyò 

Tarbutton coached womenôs 

basketball at Baskin High 

School, from 1943 until 1977.  

Her team won a state 

championship in 1945 and 

was runner up in 1947.  

Beginning in 1948 and 

ending in 1955, Tarbuttonôs 

teams won eight consecutive 

state championships and 216 

consecutive victories.   

Tarbutton was inducted into 

the Louisiana High School 

Athletic Association Hall of 

Fame in 1979, The Louisiana 

Sports Hall of Fame in 1993, 

the National High 

School Hall of 

Fame in 1994, and 

the Womenôs 

Basketball Hall of 

Fame in 2005. 

  

 A collection of images 

showing the Ouachita River 

Flood of 1932 and belonging 

to the University of Louisiana 

at Monroe Library Special 

Collections is now available 

online through the Louisiana 

Digital Library.  The 303 

images, taken by J.E. Griffin, 

a professional photographer 

from Monroe, Louisiana, were 

scanned from negatives with 

some being as large as 8 x 10 

inches in size.  Griffin labeled 

the negatives with places and 

dates so they show, in 

chronological order, the rising 

flood waters and the effects 

on homes and businesses in 

the Ouachita Parish area.  

Included in the collection are 

aerial images of Ouachita 

parish and images of houses, 

flooded streets, motor 

vehicles, trains, horse drawn 

wagons, Red Cross workers, 

men patrolling the levees and 

filling sandbags and workers 

lining up for meals and for pay 

The University of Louisiana at Monroe Library Special 

Collections has a presence on The Louisiana Digital Library  
by Cyndy Robertson, ULM   

Ȱ! ,ÏÕÉÓÉÁÎÁ 

Board of 

Regents 

Enhancement 

Grant provided 

funding in 2009 

to purchase the 

equipment 

needed to 

digitize this 

collection and 

other historic 

collections of 

interest to 

students and 

patrons at 

ULM. Ȱ 


