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Why Undergraduate Research? 
 

Currently LSU budgets over $100 million for research annually. Undergraduate research  is an  

increasing enterprise at universities throughout the country. Universities recognize it as a means 

for students to develop stronger skills in learning, apply knowledge learned in the classroom, 

and as a motivator for going on to graduate school. I should note that LSU has more than 20 

programs that support undergraduate researchðmany supported by outside funding. 
 

I am a strong supporter of undergraduate research  because it enables the student to become a member of a faculty 

mentorôs research team, where they can receive guidance and support that will expand their knowledge base.  

These experiences will provide life-long benefits, including co-authoring a publication, conducting laboratory 

experiments, and presenting research findings.  These experiences will also provide a firm foundation on which to 

build future success. 
 
The Council on Undergraduate Research expands on this philosophy for undergraduate research. ñWe believe that 

undergraduate research is the pedagogy for the 21st century.  As an increasing body of evidence makes clear, 

inquiry-based  learning, scholarship, and creative accomplishments can and do foster effective, high levels of 

student  learning at a variety of public and private postsecondary locations, including doctoral and research 

institutions, comprehensive universities, and liberal arts colleges.ò 

 

Over the past several years, undergraduate research  has been recognized as a key tool for enhancing  the 

possibilities for graduate education and the financial awards that accompany a graduate degree in any field.  

These awards can be in the form of tuition waivers, assistantships, cash stipends, and ultimately the salary 

associated with receipt of a terminal degree. 
 
For more information about OSI Programs that support undergraduate research, visit our website. 
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There have been several exciting changes/new additions to the S-STEM Scholars program.  

One change is the addition of a new Program Coordinator, Misty Johnson, who was 

formerly the Coordinator for Multicultural Recruitment for the LSU Office of 

Undergraduate Admissions and Student Aid. With over 3 years of experience in recruiting 

diverse students to the university,  she will also be taking the lead in recruiting some of the 

best and brightest students into the OSI family.  
 

New students were selected this summer:  Joseph Bond, a senior majoring in biological sciences and psychology; 

Bao Tran, a junior majoring in Biochemistry;  Terrell Carter, a senior majoring in Computer Science;  Chantelle 

George, a junior majoring in Biological Sciences;  Marquinta Winding, a freshman majoring in Biological 

Sciences;  Elise Orellana, a junior majoring in Biological Sciences; Thu-Ha Nguyen, a freshman majoring in 

Biological Sciences;  Erin Rollins, a senior majoring in Mathematics/Actuarial Science; and Nadia Smith, a 

senior majoring in Biological Sciences.    
 
In the Fall 2008 semester, S-STEM Scholars will participate in several professional development seminars. At the 

S-STEM Social on September 10th, students were introduced to the program and new program policies. The 

Center for Academic Success presented a brief synopsis of the START Training Program. S-STEM has partnered 

with Ochsner Clinic Foundation this semester to enable students the opportunity to conduct hands-on, inquiry-

based bioscience experiments in the iLab and shadow professionals during a clinical rotation at their New 

Orleans location.  

Isiah M. 

Warner, Ph.D.  



  
 

Morgan Diaz:  Plans to pursue a 

degree in Mechanical Engineering 

Current Research: Combustor lab 

with Dr. Charalampoupouloôs at 

LSU 

Embarking on New Horizons 

Summer Thrills 

Howard Hughes Medical Institute  

Professors Program  

JoAnn Savage:  Plans to pursue a degree 

in Biochemistry 

Current Research: Molecular Genetics  

Laboratory with Dr. Batzer at LSU 

Gregory Manchester:  Plans to pursue a  

degree in Environmental Chemistry 

Current Research:  BASF in automotive 

catalysts and selective adsorbents 

Daniel Osorio:  Plans to pursue 

a degree in Chemical Engineering 

Research interest: Heterogeneous 

and Homogeneous Catalyst 

Keyon Thomas:  Plans to purse 

a degree in Computer Engineering  

Research interest:  Parallel proc-

essing and computer architecture 

Dean Sherry Gibson 
Associate Dean of Math and Science 

Baton Rouge Community College 

HHMI-BRCC Faculty Liaison 

Congratulations to the participants  in the 

HHMI High School Science and Mathe-

matics Summer Program.  We believe that 

this yearôs program was not only the larg-

est, but the best to date. There were 18 

rising 9th through 12th graders from Lou-

isiana and Texas working with 3 high 

school teachers and 3 college mentors.   

 
It was the first time we utilized under-

graduate and graduate mentors to facili-

tate the computer training along with the   

scientific research and exploration pro-

jects. Weekly field trips and fun activities were added this year.  However, the most exciting addition to our program, was hav-

ing high school teachers facilitating our science and math classes. Their hands on approach and many lab assignments pro-

vided our participants with an opportunity for exploration we have not enjoyed in the past.  

This summer we welcomed five students from Baton Rouge Community College to our HHMI Community College Pro-

gram.  These students have exceptional academic records and display great potential for success in STEM.  As a participant 

in the HHMI Community College program, they received a cash stipend, research experience, and mentoring from faculty 

and peers. 



2008 OSI Summer Bridge Program2008 OSI Summer Bridge Program2008 OSI Summer Bridge Program 

Some highlights             

included: 

 

Presentations by the                     

    Center for Academic Success  

Chemistry Demonstrations & Scope-on-a-rope  
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Group/Bonding Activities, Sports, Games, & Movie Nights  
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Etiquette Dinner, Bowling, Family Dinners 

Cultural Experience in Downtown Baton Rouge: Tour of the   

         Old State Capitol, Dinner at Tsunami Restaurant, & Musical at 

         Manship Theater 

   New Orleans Field Trip: Community Service, Lunch cruise      

    on the Natchez steamboat, Tour of the Aquarium of the   

    Americas, Beignets/Coffee break at Café du Monde  

This summer, twenty-nine outstanding 

incoming LA-STEM & HHMI stu-

dents participated in our Summer 

Bridge Program.  The primary purpose 

of the program is to build a community 

between incoming students and to pre-

pare each one for research and leader-

ship roles at Louisiana State Univer-

sity. Summer Bridge also serves as an 

intensive orientation to LSU and the 

demands of college coursework where 

the expectations of the LA-STEM Re-

search Scholars Program and HHMI 

Professors Program are clearly de-

fined. 

 

Through coursework, activities and social programs, the scholars  attempt to 

model an ideal community in terms of friendship, responsibility,  diversity, 

celebration, collaboration, and caring. Moreover, the scholars develop a strong 

interdependent support network that will reinforce their learning outside the 

classroom and positively impact their development academically, socially, 

and professionally as  undergraduates at LSU and beyond. The Summer 

Bridge participants, mentors, staff, and parents celebrated the summer pro-

gram with a reception. 

 Students were enrolled in up to 6 hours of courses and participated in a 

success course  facilitated by the program staff, faculty, and students. 

The summer included  fun-filled activities and exciting field trips to 

places of special interest. 
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